Applying to a
CPS High School

An overview of our new application process

June 2017
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That means it's also time to start
thinking about high school and where
you would like to attend.




Applications open in
October 2017

But between now and then,
we are going to spend a lot
of time helping you
understand the process.
Today we’ll start by
introducing you to GoCPS.
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GoCPS is a new online platform to streamline the high school application
process for Chicago Public Schools.

Our goal is to create a common high school application where students and their families will be able to:
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Review Rank Be Matched
Review all school and Rank these school and program Be matched with their highest
program options in one place choices based on their preferences possible choice for high school

Similar models have been successfully deployed in other major school districts (e.g., New York City, Denver, New Orleans, Washington, D.C., Newark, Camden)*
*CPS selective enrollment high schools use a ranked choice, one offer model today*
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May/June:

¢ Subscribe to receive
important instructions,
announcements and
advance notifications that
are critical to completing
the application process.
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Five Phases to Apply

We have developed a five phased approach to guide you

through the application process.

2.
Research

July:

Start exploring CPS
high schools early
using basic research
capabilities, and begin
developing a sense of
program interest.

Aug:

Create your account,
build your profile,
access your eligibility
information, begin
favoriting the schools
you may apply to.

Apply

Oct:

Application period for
high school opens,
attend open houses
and admission events,
finalize rankings and
submit applications.

Mar:

Applicants are
matched to the highest
ranked school they are
eligible for with
available seats and
are issued offer letters.



Current CPS Student Application Process & Key Dates

Below is a detailed breakdown of the full application process for current CPS families.

May 15, 2017 June 2017 August 2017 October 2, 2017 January — February 2018
«  GOCPS Subscribe Opens & «  Activation Code for GoCPS *  GoCPS Account Activation » High School Application Period + School/Program Specific Testing
Continues All Summer Account Activation Delivered Opens Opens and Auditions End
» Access Program Eligibility Info » School/Program Specific Testing ¢ Information Sessions End
o June 20, 2017 Early in GoCPS Account and Auditions Begin
« Last day of school for SY 2016- ¢ Favorite Schools Function + Information Sessions Begin March 15, 2018
17 Available + Round 1 - Applicant Match High
November — December 2017 School Offers Available in
July 2017 September 5, 2017 + High School Open Houses and GoCPS Account
« New Information and Research ¢  First Day of School for SY 2017- Recruitment Events
Tools Are Made Available on 18 May 2018
GoCPS December 15, 2017 * Round 2 - Applicant Match High
September 2017 + High School Application Period School Offers Available in
» Activation Code for GoCPS Closes GoCPS Account
[ ) Account Activation Re- + Round 1 Waitlisted Applicants
Distributed at School o Matched
June 2018
* Final Date To Accept Offers

1. Subscribe 2. Research 3. Activate 4. Apply 5. Match
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This is the current version of the GoCPS website. Click Here and let’s take a look at it together.
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Chicago
Ai Public Students Schools About Cdalendar Staff Topics Q
Schools

GoCPS About Process Research FAQs

Where will you 70?

It’s time to start thinking about high school.

Subscribe today to get the latest updates and information on
the 2018-19 school year high school application process.

About GP CPS

GoCPS is a new website designed to unify the high school
application process for Chicago Public Schools.



http://go.cps.edu/

Subscribing to GoCPS is the first step in the high school application
process. It is very important that we have an updated and active way of
contacting you to walk you through the application process.

 Receive instructions and announcements that are critical to
completing your application.

« Get reminders about key application milestones like account
activation and high school program eligibility access.

 Be among the first to know when new application system features are
released to the public.

* Get alerts about recruitment and open house event dates.
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Now let's take a moment to
complete this step and
to the site.

Please make sure to enter an
active phone number or email
that you check regularly.

Chicago
[ A‘f Public
AL R Schools

Subscribe Tbv/ay

Get an Early Start on the High School
Application Process

If you are the parent/guardian of a student, or a student that will be a CPS high
school freshman in September 2018, please subscribe to receive important
updates, announcements and tips about the application process.

lama..* A

First Name* Last Name*

W | certify that | have read and agree to the terms of subscription.

Submit



http://go.cps.edu/
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Next Steps

Thank you for
subscribing to GoCPS!

In order to apply to high schools in
October 2017, you will need to create a
GoCPS account.

Between June 8 — 14, you should
receive a letter from CPS with an
Activation Code. This code will be used
to create your GoCPS account in August
2017 when the application functions of
the website are made available.

Now that you’ve subscribed, you will get
an email in August with instructions on
how to create this account.

Chicago
A’ Public
Schools

Activation
Code Letter
Example

Store this letter in a
safe place until
August. However, if
you happen to
misplace it, you can
call the Office of
Access and
Enroliment to have it
re-issued.

Offics of Access and Earollment
Tony T. Howard, Executive Directer
42W. Madizon 8t Garden Lavel
Chicago, IL 60602

To the Parents of <<5Student name>>
CPS Student [D: =« >

==School name>>

GER: <<G3R>> Home Roem: << 2>

Thark you for your intarest in applying to the Chicago Public Schools for the 2018-2019 school year. Baginning this vear, the
CPS hizk school application process will use 2 new online platform to streamline the high school application process for the
district: GoCPS (zo.cps.edu). Salow is the Activation Cods (previously called 2 PIN) that you will need to create your GeCPS
account in Auzust 2017-

==Student Activation Code>>

With GoCPS, you will be able to manage the entire application process online, giving you the ability to review school and
program options in on place, rank these school and program cheices based on your preferences, and be matched with your
highast-ranked choics on your application for which you qualify and that has available seats. This new application process
follows five phases

1. Subscribe (May - June 2017): Sign up to receive important updates and smmouncements ot go.cps.edu
2. Research (June - July 2017): Conduct datailed rasearch to find fhe bast school for your child

3. Activate (August - September 2017): Creats an account and aceess your child's program eligibility

4 Apply (October — December 2017): Caruplete applications with one system and one deadlin

5. Match (January - June 2018): Get matched and recaive high school offers

Now that yon have your Activation Code, it is very important that you complete the first step in the application process
by subscribing to GoCPS, if you have not already done sa.

##:VISIT GO.CPS EDU AND SUBSCRIBE TODAY.#3%

After yon subscribe to go.cps.edu, vou will receive notices and reminders when kev functions of the application procsss are
apened io the public, including a notice in August 2017, to se your Activation Cods to create your GoCFS account and access
vour child's high school program eligibility information. By recsiving your code before the end of this school year, vou can
create your cnline account during the summer and spend more time researching schoals.

Please save this Activation Code in an easy-to-find location until August and see the reverse of this letter for important
Frequently Asked Questions regarding the high schaol spplication process.

With GoCPS, wa want to smpower studsnts o zttend the school with the best snvironment, programs and setivities for them,
whils creating an application procass hat is more aquitabls, transparant and simple for everyons. Stay tuned for updates and be
surs o subscribe today.

If vou have questions, contact fha Office of Access and Enrollment at (773) 553-2060 or gocpseps.edu.

Sincerely,

Tony T. Howard
Exacutive Dirsctor

TH:kbh
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Questions?

If you have additional questions, please
contact the Office of Access and Enrollment

773-553-2060 | gocps@cps.edu
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tel:+17735532060
mailto:gocps@cps.edu
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